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83 : 
W. have lately been furniſhed with an E 


ſay on Spirit, written by a nameleſs 

Author, who ſays, in his Preface, he 
intends the Yulgar ſhould not underſtand it. 
This Part of his Deſign ſeems to be well execu- 
ted ; for after two careful Readings, I can by na 
means penetrate into his Deſign, or ſee any Senſe, 
Reaſon, or Connexion in the whole Eſſay, tho 
doubtleſs it abounds in them all. In his Preface, 
however, he has been leſs guarded ; and I can 
pretty well gueſs at his Meaning, and have ſpent 
a few Hours to render it ſtill eaſier, and promote 
that good Diſpoſition in ordinary Chriſtians, 
which the Writer ſeems ſo ardently to wiſh for; 
which is all I ſhall endeavour at preſent, till the 
Time comes when he ſhall be pleaſed to throw 
off the metaphy/fical Garb, as he calls it, and 
ſhew the World the naked Truth. 
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Modern PREFACE, Se. 


1 


eſtabliſned, and for ſome Vears have 
been poſſeſſed of a conſiderable Pre- 

ferment, into which, before I could 
be admitted, I was obhliged to ſubſcribe and aſſent, 
in the moſt publick Manner, to Canons, Creeds, 
Articles, Liturgies, and all and every Thing 
contained in the Book of Common Prayer, and 
that voluntarily, & ex animo; I find I am at 
preſent greatly diſtreſſed how to conduct myſelf, 
as I have changed my Mind, and do not at preſent 
aſſent altogether, to any one of them, and yet every 
Sunday am obliged to profeſs my afſent to them, 


or part with my Preferment. The firſt of which 


is againſt my Conſcience, and the ſecond againſt 
my Intereſt. 

I have not quite neglected my temporal Affairs, 
and yet have found Time to red abundance of 
Books, which few others (except Compilers of 
Catalogues) ever heard of, and not only to read, 
but to think too, tho' the World is pleaſed to 
be of another Opinion. OP 
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S I am a Clergyman of the Church 


p. 2 


(6) 
Not many Years ago, af obſcure Divine, one 


Dr. Conybear, preached a Sermon before the U- 
nwerſity of Oxford, which, by their not cenſuring, 


they ſeem to have approved. wherein, without 


P. 5. 


any Colour of Argument, he aſſerts, that who- 
ever ſubſctibes to any Propoſition or 7 et profeſſes 
his Approbation of ſaid Propoſition, and his Af. 
ſent to the Truth of the Doctrine therein con- 
tained, without which Aſſent, the Doctor ſeems 
to be of Opinion, it would be impoſſible to know 
Mens Minds, or whether they are friends or E- 
nemies to the Society into which they defire 
Admiſſion; and this he expreſſes by an odd 
Phraſe, zo avoid Diverſities of Opinions, to eſta- 
bliſh Conſent, Se. Nous I apprehend avoiding 
Diverſities, is a Thing impracticable, and efta- 
bliſhing Conſent, or obliging all Men to be of 
one Opinion, would be juſt as wiſe an Attempt, 
as to eſtabliſh one Laſt, by which all the Shoes 
in the Kingdom ſhould be 2 ſince I doubt 
whether the Eftablithers themſelves, or even any 
two thinking Men, were ever ſhod by the ſame 
Laſt, without ſome cobbling or previous Alte- 
ration ; ſo that if every Man were to make his 
own Shoes, there would doubtleſs be as man 
different Sizes as Shoe-makers in the Kingdom. 


| The Difference indeed would not always be great, 


bat ſtill there would be a Difference, Q. E. D. 
I fay thinking Men, for as to the unthinking 
Herd, who aie the Majority in all Countries, 
they are content to wear any Shoes are impoſed 
on them, or of any Faſhion they find ready made 
in the Shops, eſpecially if the Shoe-maker be 
reputed orthodox, 


I take 


43 
I take it then for granted, that every rhinking 
Man muſt differ from every other thinking Man, 
in every Opinion whatſoever; and therefore it 
is unreaſonable and abſurd to ſet about uniting 


it is highly neceſſary for the Welfare of Society, 
that Men ſhould be obliged to keep their Opini- 
ons ſecret, and at the ſame time, ourwardly 70 
jrofeſs whatever the Legiſlature pleaſes ; which, 
when People come to underſtand one another 
rightly (as I hope they will do by little and little) 
when the Governors, who require our taking a 
Teſt of any kind, ſhall zac:tly diſpenſe with our 
Belief in any one Word of it; and when we 
ſhall retrocertify to them, in the like manner, 


only Method for e/tabliſhing Uniformity, and 
making Men eaſy, both in their Conſciences and 


Men, for prudential Reaſons, for getting or pre- 
krving an Employment, being well received in 
tbe faſhionable World, having the honour of be- 
ng in Company with great Scholars, or the like, 
muſt, in ſhort, do ſtrange Things ; but I hope 
me Reformation is at hand, 

But to come back to the Caſe of ſubſcribing 
o Articles. The firſt I hear of was at the 
Council of Nice, where the Emperor required a 


ame From, but then he left them at Liberty to 
flieve or not believe, or to put any or no Senſe 
n the Words taken, as they thought fit, and I 
herefore call them Articles F Peace or Agree- 


_ | A 4 ment ; 


them, or taking their Opinions from them ; but 


that we do not intend to perform one Tittle of 
what we are ſworn to, this, IJ fay, will be the 


Intereſts, On the Footing Things are now, 


ubſcription from every Biſhop preſent to the 
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ment; for tho? they all differed, as Men of Senſe 


| ſhould do, yet they agreed to differ, which was all 


fair. But mark the difference, when the Pope 
came in the Place of the Emperor to govern, 
Think as TI do, was the Word, ſubſcribe and be 
d d tye, Fire and Faggot, was the Ward 
and ſuch uncivil Language as would frighten one. 
But as I apprehend (tho' I will not be poſitive) 
that the Church of Ireland means no Perſecu- 
tion of ſuch as will not believe her fooliſh Ar- 
ticles, I am now but little diſturbed on this Head 
of ſubſcribing, nor do I fear the conſequences to 
my Temporalittes ; and as 1 alſo find (which no 
Body found before) that the Act of Parliament 
for Afent and Conſent, did not intend compel- 
ling me to believe or approve, but only to ſc 
the Common Prayer, &c. I find my con- 
{ſcience pretty eaſy with Reſpe& to his, but | 
muſt expreſs my ſurprize, how the very mate- 


rial word Uſe came to be left out in the Form of 


our declaring our Aﬀent, as by taking that ſingle 
word away, you deprive us of the Opportunity 
of impoſing on our Congregations, and per- 


. ſwading (without Hipocriſy) the poor People, 
that we are of the ſame religion they profels, 


which, as I hinted before, no Man of ſenſe can 
be, and therefore the Word Uſe ought to be te- 
ſtored, in order that every aſſenting Miniſter 
may ſafely and honeſtly take the Declaration «c- 
cording to the plain and ordinary Senſe of tit 
Words, which none but Fools can do at preſent: 
And the Conſequence is, that the Biggotted 
Members of our own Church, who never read 
or thought deeply of any Thing, and leaſt of 1 
0 


rofeſs, 
ſe can 
be re- 
iniſter 
N ac- 
of the 
reſent: 
-gotted 
er read 
of all 


of 


(9) 
of the Act of uniformity, take Occaſion to Hou? 
us when we declare our Diſſent from what we 
have given our Aſſent to, as if we ated incon- 
ſiſtently ; whereas I affirm, a Man may aſſent 
and ſubſcribe to any Thing that is diametrically 


oppoſite to Truth, as to leave no Room for Eva- p. 8. 


ſion, or ſo plainly Sinful as to admit of ſome 
Turn, whereby to ſave Appearances. And yet 
there are Vulgar, old faſhioned, would be Scho- 
lars, ſuch as Peter Brown, Conybear, Sherlock, 
and others, whom I heartily contemn, who 
give themſelves Airs, and me and my Friends 
hard Names, as if we were diſturbers of the Peace 
of the Church, Traditors, Time-ſer vers, Here- 
zicks, and what not; and ſome of them are fo 
deſpicably weak, as to infiſt upon it we have nei- 
ther Wit nor Learning. Now this ſurprizes me, 
the other Thing I expected from them: But I 
ſhall leave the Reader to his Aſtoniſhment, and 
proceed to conſider, 

The difficulties which attend Reformations in 
general, They were ſuch ſtrange Fellows who 
undertook ours, in Harry the 8th's Time, and 
down to the End of Elizabeth, that I wonder 
they did ſo much, rather than ſo little. Chriſ- 
tianity was not ſuddenly eſtabliſhed, nor with- 
out many Compliances with Judaiſm, and a 
good deal of Artifice into the Bargain. St. Paul 
got Himſelf ſhaved once or twice, out of meer 
Compliment to the Folks in Town, who hap- 
pened to be in that Faſhion, and ſaid it was Se- 
cauſe he was under a Vow, This was civil: for 
Having he well knew was a Fewiſh religious 
Ceremony, and foreſaw would afterwards be a 


Popiſh 
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P. 16. Popiſh one. Certain I however am, that St. 
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(ro) 


Paul was then no Jeu, and have good Reaſon 


to believe he was not a Papiſt; and I think have 


plainly proved him to be a Proteſtant, in a Contro- 
verſy I had ſome Years ago with a Popiſh Prieſt, 
Now this very much favours my Notion of ſub— 


ſcribing, and J have ſtill better Authority to ſup- 


port it, for our Saviour himſelf was pleaſed to 
. That he Concealed many Truths, till the 
Diſciples ſhould be able to bear them. John 16, 
12. And if our B. S. was pleaſed to think that 
Truth was not to be ſaid at all Times, I may 


ſafely affirm, that Truth is not to be ſworn at 


all Times. 

I fincerely think the Conſtitution of theſe 
Kingdoms in Church and State, both of which 
I equally underſtand, are the beſt in the &nown 
World. What Sort of Conſtitutions they may 


have in thoſe unknown Parts in the Centre of 
_ Africh, or the unexplored Regions of Tartary 


I will not pretend to determine, nor is it my 


preſent Buſineſs to enquire ; but tho' ours be the 


beſt, they may ſtill be made better, if that ſenſe- 
I-fs Clamour of breaking the Peace of the Church, 
would let us ſet about, it. Why the Peace of the 
Church more than the Peace of the State? we 
are daily mending the State, and pray why not 
the Church? exceſſively fooliſh! 

St. Paul and Con ſtantine (in a Conference they 
had together in a Town in $*cz/y) agreed to take 
the Name of Hereticks on themſelves; and it 


is plain from Stephens, that the Greek .Word 


for Hereſy means only to be of {ome Opinion or 


other; ſo that 'tis plain a Heretick may be in the 
Right, 


| 
| 
\ 
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(1) 

Right, according to the original Senſe of the 
Word, unleſs we ſuppoſe, that to be of any p. 19. 
Opinion at all, is always Wrong. 

St. Peter and St. Paul both ſay, there is al- p. 20. 
ways a Neceſſity for Hereſies, i. e. Hereſies are 
much wanted, which opinion can be only found- 
ed on this Obſervation which (after much deep 
thinking) I have made, that God ſo framed hu- 
man Nature, as to make them all be of different 
Minds, if they thought fit; and therefore as 
long as this Frame of human Nature or Con- 
ſtitution ſhall laſt (which for ought as I ſee may 
be a great while) we ſhall have Schiſms and He- 
refies, i. e. commendable Hereſies, for I by no 
Means agree with the vulgar Notion of the 
Word, or take it always in a bad Senſe, Let no 
Man tell me that the Word is appropriated, and 
has certain Ideas annexed to it by the Conſent of 
ages. I care not a Fig for Conſent of Ages. 

They may conſent Wrong. I go to Scapula, 
or Stephens, to ſee what a Heretick 1s, where I 
alſo find Abundance of other Words are miſ- 
applied. A Miniſter for inſtance, only means a 
Servant of the People; a Biſhop is only an over- 
ſeer, and an Archb;/bop is no better than a Sur- 
veyor General, We (hall never talk philoſo- 
phically, or avoid confuſion, *till we annaliſe our 
Words. The learned Mr. Congreve expreſly main- 
tains, that the Word Martyr, which has fo 
much dinn d our Ears, means after all but a {mple 
Witneſs, and beyond doubt my Lord Chief Fuſ- 
tice on any Trial, ought to call the Martyrs to 
come into Court and not the Witneſles, as is | 


ignorantly practiſed. And here is the Jeſt of the 
whole 
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whole Thing, is the Church infallible ? no, 
How then can we infallibly ſay any Man is a 


Heretick ? but if the Church is not infallible, 
the State however is, and may order the Church 
to excommunicate any Perſon, provided the 
cenſure extends no farther than keeping him out 
of the Pariſh Church, if he take it in his Head 
to come there; or take from him the particular 
Benefits which properly. belong to going to 


Church, or may re/ulf therefrom, 


It appears then, that a Man's being of a wrong 
Opinion, is not that which properly denominates 
him a Heretic, but being of a different Opinion 
from the Majority, being overcome by Numbers; 
as in civil Wars, the People who are defeated are 
the rebels. 

I can eaſily conceive how Men may hate one 
another about Opinions, where their temporal 
Intereſts are concern'd, but it is not eaſy to ac- 


count, how one Man ſhould bear ill will to his 


Neighbour on a Point of meer Speculation (vi2.) 
whether he 1s to believe or not believe, to dream 
or not dream, to ſee the Light that ſhineth at 
noon Day, or the Light that ſhineth in Dark- 
neſs. And yet Experience convinces, that the 
Conduct of Mankind is quite otherwiſe, we hate 
all who won't ſee as we do, even if we ſquint 
or are purblind: We are the Standard, and who- 
ever is over or under, is wrong. 

What then is the Duty of any Perſon 6 fed 
with great Parts, who happens to be a profeſſed 


Member of any eftabliſted Church in Morocco, | 


England, Annamaboe or Holland? mult he dread 


diſturbing the Peace of theſe reſpective Churches? 
in 
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muſt he fit down contented, without endea- 
vouring to put them to Rights, or muſt he fl 
off? in the firſt Caſe he will prove a bad garden- 
er, and let the Vineyard be choaked with Weeds ; 
in the ſecond, he will renounce all Induſtry 
and Cultivation, run to the Deſarts, and turn 
Angel Hunter. 

In my Opinion they are both wrong, and 
ſhould ſteer a middle Courſe. I will ſet this 
Matter right, by an apt Compariſon. The 
Church and the State are as like one another as 
two Apples. Suppoſe any Perſon ſees an Error 
in Government (which I own I never ſaw, but 
for Argument Sake) may he not, ought he not 
to tell them their own? yet this in the Eccle/raſ- 
tical ſtile would be called Hereſp. 

It will be objected I know, that all Men will 
be cautious how they overturn the State, becauſe 
their temporal Intereſts are involved in it ; but 
moſtMen will be glad to overturn the Church, and 
therefore it will be dangerous to let them have 
the handling of it. But with humble Submiſ- 
ſion to theſe cautious Gentlemen, I have /eſs Ap- 
prehenfions about the Church, than about the 
State; not only for the Reaſon juſt now given, 
but from a jure Word of Prophecy, that the 
Church ſhall be indtfectible, and I therefore 
recommend running Riſks, as often as any lead- 
ing or whimſical Perſon in the Church happens to 
long for Experiments; and I ſee no hurt in letting 
them have their Frolick, and truſt to Providence 
ſhould they happen to be out. 

Tho' the Author of theſe Papers has addreſſed 
them to your Eminence, yet he is ſenſible it is 
not 
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not in your power to alter Forms eſtabliſhed by 
Acts of Parliament, becauſe (pray obſerve the 
cloſeneſs of my reaſoning) Acts of Parliament 
being made by the three Eſtates, can only be 
altered by the three Eſtates, but your Eminence 
and all other Eccleſiaſt icks, are but one of the 
three Eſtates, and therefore I humbly apprehend, 
have not the Force of all three, to ena and an- 
nul. But we may recommend it to the other 
two by a few leading Perſons among the Clergy, 
ſupported by the upper Laity, and I would have 
it done this Way, by a few, who ſhould reſolve 
on every Thing beforehand, and not in Convo- 
cation, for fear of being cenſured by the upper 


Houſe, as well as to avoid the impertinence of 


the inferior Clergy, ſome of whom are infinitely 


conceited, and ſo uncourtly, as ſometimes to 


ſneer at perſons who are ſatisfied in themſelves 
that they have more Accompliſhments than all 
the Reſt of the World. There is alſo another 
Reaſon for it, that the Bulk of the Clergy, who 
are the moſt ignorant, never did any Good to Re- 
ligion that I can read of in Hiſtory, © 
As the Author of theſe Papers thinks his, i. e. 
writing and publiſhing his Sentiments, the 11 
Chriſtian Method of making them known to 
the Powers that be, Jo hath be alſo publiſhed them 
in the Garb of a metaphyſical Eflay, to be above 


the Comprehenſion of the Vulgar, till ſuch Time 


as it ſhall pleaſe God to make theſe his Meta- 
phy licks Part of the eſtabliſhed Religion, and 
then the Truths contained in them will come 
well recommended to thoſe who can only ſwal- 


low without taſting; not that he expects every 


Thing 


| (75) 
Thing here advanced from Spinoſa, Malbranche, p. 39 
or B—y, ſhould immediately be made Articles 
of Faith, for as no Man ſhall impoſe any Thing 
on him, ſo neither will he on others, but if 
what he ſays is not Reaſon, is not Argument, 
is not Learning, is not ingenious, is not pretty, 
in the Name of Goodneſs reject it: He fears not 
the Event, and challenges all the Champions of 
Eſtabliſhments. | | 

The Author is convinced that Miniſters of P. 41. 
State don't care to burn their Fingers by raking 

into ecclefiaſtical Embers, which always revive 

on being touched, and therefore would have them 

only ſmooth the Surface of Things a little, and 
reform ſmall tho* general Abuſes, which affect 

the whole Community, and give them offence: p. 42. 


as the Creeds of Nice, Athenafius, &c.— As to 


the more important Points of Oaths and ſub- 
ſcriptions, they do not ſeem to want that imme- 
diate redreſs, as the do not involve the whole 
Community in difficulties, but only Clergymen, 
School-Maſters, Fellows of Colleges, and others, 
who are hardly worth being relieved, as they are 
but a ſmall Part of the People. 
The Author hopes your Eminence will not de- P. 44. 
cline making the Attempt, as it may open a Free- 
dom of Converſation among thoſe Perſons who 
have hitherto thought themſelves tongue-tied, by 
aſſenting to every Thing contained in the Book 
of Common Prayer. It is indeed prohibited by 
the A& of uniformity to preach, or declare againſt 
the Book of Common Prayer, which however 
is by no means inconſiſtent with ſpeaking againſt 
| : it 
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it in ordinary Converſation, or freely writing 
againſt it, provided it be done with decency, 
and with reſpect to legiſlative Powers. 

The Eyes of Mankind have been greatly o- 


pened fince the Reformation, and ſtill more ſince 
the Revolution; and many Free and Candid Diſ- 


gquifitions have been ſet on Foot, by Men of too 
great Parts to be tied by Forms; and the Au- 
thor obſerves with pleaſure, that the generality 
of theſe Nations are more enclined to liſten to 
Reaſon than formerly, and hopes from your Emi- 
nence's know prudence and abilities, that you 
will try all proper Means to remove the Rocks 
of offence that lye in the Way of many well 
meaning People. 8 COTS 
This Attempt of his he thinks however, for 


many Reaſons to be worth the making; the two 
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moſt important of which are, that he will have 
great Satisfaction himſelf in it, and ſay Iiberavi 
animam meam, and the ſecond, that it furniſhes 


him with an Opportunity of profeſſing himſelf 
we. 


Tour moſt devoted, &c. 
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